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U P C O M I N G  N E W S  +  E V E N T S



Fall is here!

Hey First name / friend ,

I know this time of year is full of football and leaf-pile-jumping
and a thousand and one fall festivals, so I'll make this update
quick. I have three new children's books coming in 2026, and a
couple of surprises I'm super excited about! I'll let you know more
about this soon.
 
For today, let's focus on the first 2026 release, which features
poetry… and sports! I know what you're thinking: since when is
Irene a sports person? Well, I'm not. Poetry is my sport! But I do
find inspiration in athletes and their stories. And so, when Charles
Waters pitched the idea of us collaborating on a sports-themed
poetry anthology, I channeled my inner LeBron and leapt for the
net. Swish!



https://www.diverseverse.com/blog/3-2-1-spotlight-interview-about-for-the-win-anthology


For the Win: Poems Celebrating Phenomenal Athletes, will be
released by Lerner Publishing Group on March 3, 2026. This is
mine and Charles' third anthology to curate! We're grateful to
the good folks at DiverseVerse who hosted a 3-2-1 cover reveal
earlier this month. Head on over to find out three verbs to
describe the book; the complete list of (amazing!) contributors;
and one take-away we hope readers experience upon reading
these poems.

R E A D  N O W

https://www.diverseverse.com/blog/3-2-1-spotlight-interview-about-for-the-win-anthology


A  F I R S T  F O R  M E :  P R E S E N T I N G  W I T H  S O N  E R I C !

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vd-GK6IB_g4&list=PLSu2MYUhmVxGfwKzKWibxcULo2lwTfHLb


Many thanks to Nicole Tolbert, the career coach at Oneonta
Middle School for inviting Eric and me to speak to students
about our writing careers. (I write books; Eric writes…code!)
We had a lot of fun sharing the stage, and I learned stuff about
my 25-year-old kid! Pretty awesome, yes? 

T W O - M I N U T E  W R I T I N G  T I P S  O N  Y O U T U B E

Have a question about writing books? Hit “reply” and let’s chat!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vd-GK6IB_g4&list=PLSu2MYUhmVxGfwKzKWibxcULo2lwTfHLb


A L A B A M A  L I B R A R Y  E X P O



Alabama educators, join me and Cedric Threatt LIVE in four
different Alabama cities for Alabama Library Expo! This year's
tour is Oct. 6-9. My presentation will cover:

How to engage readers with “Backyard History” books.
An introduction to some of Alabama's most inspiring
characters.
My top tips for how to get you and your students fired up
about reading and writing historical stories.

 

REGISTER (FOR FREE! )  HERE

 

https://alabamalibraryexpo.com/


p.s. Son Eric is also a poet! Urban Ganges recently featured his poem “Self Love” on a
“poetry” diffuser. So cool. (Yes, I am one proud mama!)

 

Thanks for
reading.Wishing you a

joyful October!
 

with love,

Irene

https://www.urbanganges.com/product-page/self-love-by-eric-latham-sandalwood-vanilla-poetry-reed-diffuser
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